THE CHIJ GAZETTE

Bringing forth a competent, virtuous and caring citizen
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In a memorable commemoration of our school's
60t Anniversary in 2023, the Eucharistic Celebration
was a highlight of gratitude and reflection. On the aus-
picious Friday of December 8th, 2023, our school had
the honor of hosting the mass presided over by Bishop
Joseph Luechai Thatwisai of the Udon Thani Diocese.

As the esteemed Bishop arrived, he graciously
immersed himself in the CHIJ timeline exhibition, trac-
ing our school's rich history from its inception in 1963
to the vibrant present. The celebration was graced by
the presence of cherished alumni, devoted friends, and
generous benefactors, alongside the pioneer teacher of
CHIJ, Mrs. Mary Vongsuly.

Recognizing the invaluable support received, the
CHIJ management took a moment during the occasion to
express heartfelt appreciation with tokens of gratitude to
the school's supporters. Enchanting melodies filled the
air as the choir, meticulously trained by Mrs. Arunee
Yothapitak, comprised of our talented CHIJ students,
added a harmonious touch to the solemnity of the mass.
This memorable event not only celebrated our past
achievements but also set the tone for a future filled with
hope and shared purpose.

Bishop Joseph Luechai  Thatwisai graciously Ms. Phuree Pongchaloem, CHIJ Staff
immersed himself in the CHIJ Timeline Exhibition. '
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ucharistic Celebration
Friday 8" December 2023
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General Council Visit
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Happy 60 th Anniversary of CHIJ. My name
is Benyapa Durongbhand, and this is my second
year studying within the walls of CHIJ. | was in-
troduced to this school for the first time by my
mom 4 years ago when | was in a state of confu-
sion, looking for a good school to transfer to.
While | was compiling a list of numerous re-
nowned schools in Thailand, my mom began tell-
ing me about CHIJ and its teaching system. She
informed me about the business  -related subjects
that the school offers in case | might be interest-
ed. To be honest, at t
interesting to me; it seemed somewhat boring to
learn about accounting, marketing, manage-
ment, and so on.
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Sister Brigitte Flourez
General Superior

However, for the sake of

down CHIJ on my list.

After conducting research on schools and list-
ing them, | returned to my regular study sessions. |
focused on remembering a river of dry facts, entire
paragraphs of unnecessary information, and two pa-
pers on unproven 2,000 -year-old-theories. |
havendt figured out why
dent sé6 grades. I did not
required me to delve into insignificant details instead
of seeing the big picture and analyzing the important
aspects, why they insisted on sticking strictly to the
textbook instead of letting me explore authenticity
and real circumstances, and why | needed to con-
form when | could innovate. Although | questioned
my academic |ife every
but diligently follow the instructions and minimize
mistakes. | had to be vigilant of everything | did, eve-
ry letter | wrote on the paper, every word | uttered in
cl ass. This wasnot
offending anyone; it was because | dreaded the accu-
satory fingers that would point at me and label me
B OO 2

| had always been at the top of the class for
most of my life as a student. With that title came the
burden of expectations from those around me. Since
| was a child, | had been told every day to constantly
compete with my friends, and view everyone as my
academic rivals.

still

Consequently, | was never satisfied with my-
self or my academic performance. Once | made a
mistake, everyone was ready to turn their backs on
me. | never feel appreciated and the sense of belong-
ing. School became a source of pressure rather than
enjoyment. At that point, | revisited my list again
tand tptofRly called CHIJ @ Nikylire bW Nhe
school.

Transferring to CHIJ was a challenging deci-

sion for me , and | wasnot
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